Management of abducens palsy in patients with petrositis.
Our objective was to discuss the management and outcome of abducens nerve palsy in patients with Gradenigo's syndrome. In a retrospective analysis of patients with Gradenigo's syndrome at a tertiary-care center in Houston, Texas, from 1987 to 1995, we identified 2 patients with Gradenigo's syndrome, both female. One had bilateral involvement, so that the total was 3 ears. Both patients had complete recovery of their abducens nerve palsy. In 2 ears with chronic mastoiditis, sixth nerve palsies failed to respond to medical therapy alone, but resolved after mastoidectomy with drainage of the petrous apex. We recommend that patients with Gradenigo's syndrome and evidence of chronic mastoiditis be treated with aggressive medical and surgical care.